
5/30/2019 A new season for the Autumn Inn: The Ellery

https://www.gazettenet.com/Behind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703?fbclid=IwAR39wGq4SvOz3uZy0v1Mp9Tfl7G3GE2XdF… 1/8

(https://www.gazettenet.com)

Life > Home-Garden (/Life/Home-Garden/)

A new season for the Autumn Inn: The Ellery

In recent years, the Autumn Inn on Elm Street, a Northampton visitor staple since it opened in 1967, had started to look
its age. Online reviewers of the inn had noticed, saying things like “seen better days,” “sad,” and “tired,” and “smells of…
feet.” 

Enter Bob Thomas and Dierdre Savage, owners of Saltaire Properties, who purchased the inn in 2018 �om Atwood Drive
LLC, an a�liate of the Hampshire Hospitality Group for $2.25 million. Atwood Drive had held the property since 2001. 

Developers of mid-sized, independent New England hotels and inns, the Saltaire team had wanted to buy a property in
Northampton for a while, admiring its history and culture. The team’s tagline is “Bringing new life to forgotten hotels,”
which means, essentially: keeping the good while updating the old — and making everything a bit more delightful and

A replica of Thomas Cole’s “View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton, Massachusetts, after a Thunderstorm — The Oxbow” presides
over the lobby. STAFF PHOTO/CAROL LOLLIS » Buy this Image

The owners, both preservationists, updated the lobby w
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modern for guests. Thomas holds a master’s degree in historic preservation and Savage has one in architectural
preservation. “We’re always interested in the ugly and the unloved buildings,” said Thomas. “The idea of historic
preservation is, fundamentally: Don’t think it’s obsolete, there’s actually a use for that building. Save stu�. It’s not just an
architecture thing, it’s also an environmental thing, not to throw a building away.”

 

Moderate makeover, hotel edition
This meant a deep, but not structural, makeover of the Dutch colonial hotel, which is now called The Ellery, named for
William Ellery Channing, a transcendentalist poet who went to school in Northampton. The renovation spanned the 32
guest rooms, a lobby, lounge area, small commercial kitchen, and the exterior. “We always want the design to start with
the architecture,” said Thomas. “It’s got to inhabit the building appropriately. This is a neo-colonial building. So it
should be kind of colonial, but also modern.” 

Interestingly, the original owners also intended a mix. A 1967 Gazette article stated, “…plans for the inn call for an
exterior resembling a �ne old residence, but the interior will be ultra-modern, including color television in every unit
and wall-to-wall carpeting.” 

A di�erent 1967 Gazette article, written a�er the opening, said the inn was “decorated throughout in tones of coppery
orange, gold and leaf green.” Those hues had long since faded, though, so the Saltaire team replaced worn red carpeting
with so�, mid-tone gray carpet; painted dingy walls with �esh grays and whites; transformed the lobby �oor with
durable, wood-look planks; swapped out lighting �xtures; and created a design scheme that carried through the rooms. 

Plus, the HVAC system was completely overhauled, which meant being able to remove bulky air
conditioners �om the windows and lowering astronomical heating bills generated by the old
baseboard heaters. The building was brought up to current �re code, and the kitchen was brought
up to code, too. 

This work was done with the help of their contractor, plus Carrie Thomas, an interior designer
married to Bob Thomas, who designs for Saltaire projects and private clients. The aim was to have
the rooms feel “serene, digni�ed, and peaceful,” said Bob Thomas. Each has a single, large piece of
art — �amed block prints by designer John Robshaw, Turkish throw pillows, crisp white bedding,
and black wood beds. The mattresses have been selected for comfort. “We sell sleep, at the end of the day,” said Thomas.
Two items salvaged �om the past were the wood �amed mirrors and cast iron tubs in each room. They also didn’t
touch the massive, 1967 hearth in the lobby’s lounge area, which still exudes cozy warmth. 

Outside got plenty of sprucing too. Though they had planned to keep the pool, they soon learned it “leaked like a sieve,”
and also haunted Thomas as a potential danger for neighborhood kids. They �lled it in and now have a rolling lawn,
perfect for special events and warm weather lounging. “I’m going to get the best croquet set I can �nd,” said Thomas. 

Connecting to the pastand to place
Devoted to the original intention of the building, they replaced plastic shutters with “architecturally correct shutters,”
said Thomas. Real gas lanterns will �icker outside. Copper gutters are soon to be installed. “The idea was to take what
the building aspired to be originally and make it more authentically that,” said Thomas.

There was also a commitment to keeping the hotel �rmly grounded in a sense of place. “We love giving people an
experience that allows them to truly feel they’re in the community that they’re visiting,” said Savage. To that end, the
�rst thing they wanted to add was a replica of Thomas Cole’s 1836 painting of the Connecticut River, called “View �om
Mount Holyoke, Northampton, Massachusetts, a�er a Thunderstorm — The Oxbow.”
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“It tells you about your surroundings,” said Thomas. There are also �amed posters �om shows at The Calvin, a photo
gallery of famous Smith College alumna, and a bookshelf that Thomas stocked with books by Smith authors — think:
“Orange is the New Black” and “Gi�s �om the Sea” — plus other writers who had a connection to Northampton.

The desire to connect the hotel to the city carried through to their business. “We really like community partnerships,”
said Thomas. Woodstar’s bakery will provide the batter for their morning scones. And Florence Savings Bank helped
fund the venture. “They’ve been awesome,” said Savage. “We work with community lenders so that we, hand-in-hand,
are investing in the community. No Bank of America for me.” She also said that various city departments and boards in
Northampton were notably supportive of the project. “It was actually a pleasant experience,” she said. “We are very
grateful for that.”

Back in 1967, a city board had, in fact, opposed the creation of an inn at 259 Elm Street in the �rst place — four years
a�er striking down a bid to create an 80-unit high-rise on the lot. From a May 1967 Gazette: “The Northampton Board of
Appeals will have a public hearing in the city council rooms tonight on the appeal of William H. Ormond Jr., objecting
to construction of a 32-unit Autumn Inn on Elm St. Ormond contends the facility is a motel, not an inn, and that it
would be in violation of the city’s Residence C zoning ordinance.” Regardless, the inn opened in October of that year. 

Building ahead
Savage and Thomas have been business partners for more than 10 years — starting their career in housing and then
gravitating toward hotels because it was more about people and didn’t have a �nite end. “It’s not like it’s just built and
it’s over, said Thomas. “It kind of evolves over time.” Properties they’ve developed include The Shire Woodstock and The
Stowehof, both in Vermont, and the Harbor Hotel in Provincetown. The two developers share all aspects of the business
— though Savage, who has a background in commercial real estate �nance, handles the banks. “I’m not just sitting there
with a green visor on, though,” said Savage.

“We really both enjoy the design part, the relationship part and the operations part,” said Thomas. “What does it feel
like to be a guest here? What’s the music? How are you greeted? We share those things.”

Savage lives in Gloucester and Thomas outside of Boston, but they plan to stay involved with the big picture. A
management company hired by Saltaire will operate the hotel day-to-day, checking people in, hiring the employees,
dealing with laundry, etc. The company also sets the rates — which vary by day and date. A quick search shows that a
weekend in mid-June costs anywhere �om $215-$279 a night, depending on the room.

As for the future, the team plans to thoughtfully buy and restore more hand-selected properties. “There’s no recipe for
what we do, but we’re pretty good at identi�ing what we see as terri�c opportunities,” said Savage. Their goals beyond
The Ellery are twofold: “To put together a portfolio of properties that would o�er people a tour of New England — and
build a healthy business,” Savage said. “We’re in this for the long term.” Also, she adds, laughing: “I love new deals. It’s
fun, it’s exciting.”

Visitors to The Ellery might say the same thing about that new croquet set, as they click balls across the hotel’s lawn in
the New England sun.

 

 

 Share on Facebook

(https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?s=100&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gazettenet.com%2fBehind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-
24762703)

 Share on Twitter

(https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.gazettenet.com/Behind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703&text=A new season for the
Autumn Inn: The Ellery)

 Share via E-Mail

(mailto:?&subject=A new season for the Autumn Inn: The
Ellery&body=Read%20this%20article%20from%20the%20Daily%20Hampshire%20Gazette%3A%20%20https://www.gazettenet.com/Behind-the-scenes-at-
Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703)

Sponsored Content  Ads by Revcontent

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?s=100&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.gazettenet.com%2fBehind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.gazettenet.com/Behind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703&text=A%20new%20season%20for%20the%20Autumn%20Inn:%20The%20Ellery
mailto:?&subject=A%20new%20season%20for%20the%20Autumn%20Inn:%20The%20Ellery&body=Read%20this%20article%20from%20the%20Daily%20Hampshire%20Gazette%3A%20%20https://www.gazettenet.com/Behind-the-scenes-at-Northampton-s-new-Ellery-Hotel-24762703
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=Yr6KGCVp9%2F7Uy%2F7DwlaglJn4%2BVu5qN5uSVFlpZ09nkY%2BCe2MC49kaZIrbxavP0V%2F8UWw7V58VJq8gBY8WdUTsi%2BSgsAexZJn3q3Q0E8nauqMQW1EhyVM18a9rtYYq%2F9OMvKuFcQTRPqTG7%2FYLMDib3GrpJzsmxJDMHUkxJoO7JOWiNzV1hLWl%2FSu65WaXn3VDro1W3xPpiLIPoWgJnN%2FA5ygqY8XRzgzdwxwdloERJAmvR7bvzudm8b3CuBmi1dnM4%2BaoIaocSUxezlnJ2Bd1UqG6WBraWb5NIwomIrBdevL6wbd5MJePLuWSA69nkyAKxJh5mW%2BIt8vvEeHx27hZTUwtz%2BECTM1KOFMoXEEdOABSm2DTCDU7MgBHgayU0eRiILHt9fdXisG27nGkkTLyiKmu7v%2Fmx7VN22A6MHoyESgPPvZRk%2BkBvh0weklLl2stjjIloCVkS6HyA3JMle8qN5A%2FDcIx66TNkwdA6WkBzUI5bqKiDhep5r7PZ0cHuL2cGJrwGoQ4fvc13d7PX5tSXdVuWR4rtPaU%2FOF4GL9KIyWrgHCNTjpqGkIp8nGM4s4Fid%2BE6XwlxfAgzTVX7PgCa%2BwqU%2BkaL1Tn6tQ1jMtteU9Ges20mP1drBuYP0Xc%2FzKwP0ZuiBW51da9Wg6xJC5ntc7Gy%2BtlWJlZU8pbraTdZVTmwCR45VFrtRNe4lP%2Fu50wzB8bgqV7LVSfY8E8tgx%2B7i5T2DNM5cPhVx06lGBkKx%2BepYP%2FgnMCuuNKtFeeUAWDE34brk%2F%2BAZPZsnE38Sem4Zli9nzIdB%2FGIUB6VkpofXpnQrfZQH2t7cg1eDP31rMYEGCLjKWX43p7xRCrqR5atv1ZC%2BxMfjtNrM7yo6ngRa4nz9c8c%2F2JmlZU2RCwlHkTs9MqKFpgwsgmWBPfmQ2EWuBOp8URIbBqkYKFcM2iD8lYgh6mnIJHfwkbXGCeRBB&s2s=1&viewed=true
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=TCKtaq0ba09j4IkjsOJDkkUjHGMLqtPVP0RamTfD89i345VDORAA44mEdzAgdTkHjQDzZK2YVzwBOuDkI9RiTvuYVdrk9Nzk2uOrqxFkr0%2B6XhXTubatM7hqHYUjafzq0LHX0qN8KRlOeyqj5lKoNjLaVf6WcMwdONVQ9bYhtvAn9bRepOqri21nafdXA%2B1YUPcZM87DOR1PiCx9h%2BFCm1FFsFmQnZ2upMrT4ho0hfzogLg7rBCS%2FVdBW%2F5zsOIEhOnDCtLNk0sZ8YW5RCgIA6Ad8DbQuxpvsIkJJAC6wxMumhIP3zLadVKXdUvssr1osDKokN8S0STMgasZvK3rZImuQqLkQCjN7YxE5puDqpBX1uK7TxLEIcdcX4Zw6AXb4WuFJEPZmttW06k4ZYf%2F5DuE7N9jdrpgtcBFfvahhlLcd3ymSdlRmT1blRVbTJBzdt34umW0LFeyV7JwIol4baTgWrQgZq2HVnapJuhpX%2F6vuGJAt0RVEAnOwscSgEaiTKXxlgU%2B7KSEDa%2Bzj146CFfdJdh65kqu2OLTFLt1vg1hC9OLN8graFIWOaevct0RdrTzbXd%2Fb5ebdJxl2TA%2BzIE1N51cl9b8YXm2hcgQmxK5aBIU6uYm9UOY1qRa8C44z2F1Kp4Ed2hBV5NSV0Iy%2FdGgfmtRH7%2F8JAF68A%2FdoZMAd2q3iDscmfl00cMljhc3NhdKcN%2B6idtzJNFjJiYqBGQVSljDi%2FJEHdSBmxuYnqVT9pP51G60AUezVxg2On7oUCv7S1mhk9cB1PxJPkw2rGUpOz1JtXwjjqMetURmOSS596GUUlINcsEFCcvz0hqmpA%2F%2BHdHeoa57yaFRf28auKXOB7ld7cXw%2BE4xUvY5AVpv0V37MSJSiUB7b71wgOuqjFXNI5ZqZkHoED6ObY7GP5deuVTjsmw7gE8mJ0NHP01J0a7q58LtKLi%2Fts6sUJd8YayejpaMO6gJbklCl14CQiwTOQty%2B7tXwXTnoCiAnxaZ2OA4j%2FjJlA9lqwHLuxEZGOK9s38dumMofmxdwqDQfqioi9eg0HWe9lkNeCnvNOf4hTW94KPOOCkvglB%2B6e8I&s2s=1&viewed=true
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=OIPHkS8VZoDfH1WMwiNcYbevDVAnqlf93TG2U579HtcQ7nh49EyOrBD0o6CgPZp9w0zIRZcMLbwiq9wmjHUPeCkVf4%2FHDdi3Ml5K1%2Fp76aIOFEDSS7nPdpSSloegHaFtex5M6MlevNAZ2MWzWMZm5V2Y11yn2mYphvJXh3SVwFnxFBo3izWFi0Vk6Y5Jsahc6FIP7jwLAuPKYTQxiuAlq3d4K%2FU1b2SoktWsPpwEMZz33k%2BlNTyjYHCMdxQMxOBk%2FUb2AzeyXlG2M3J6djlxnN5wh0y5ZXNuJlAE4VinTddLsvaIaON0JYymgIhtfk6166CWNisYD1hhUFPbnh06OwiEPOit4AsqfdmselJR27K9EzgGcGuPXMkX66qwKsbdpdCJtoLwliXMk5qYoIAx1ClqS6tU5dkJtCrHiNaaNf13v075al8EibArAnsDNCZZHTmv0dqH00H2fLw3zNUCJ14UhuMoLDGBFMmJ80ckfOeoVpb%2BmOrI%2Byvetm0z63MKNge1n8SN2CnZuNkX%2B3Q99GMIeAdqjLO%2BvE1B%2Bvh0dQJrqeoGwwTJ4TzKyCeil%2FGk0NmRA%2FTcSiAviLvPRY7Eg6H5yXvV0cJOMUUY4MZAeykN3YDRWOUioF7adlMctUnHglmH0jL%2BLKnFKSrZkXr8vuojw9PHHKLhdBgMj7I91tA5U7uHfToGjVt94ApbHyRk80uZeTU%2BgiXIJUG2jX7tDk%2Fm8aJwvKPsZZz5%2F8Mkwtzkvo4O8aTk4RHC6%2BJR%2B5q6f4XB7ffnrddxTQoG8MGgmoo46OegGSGvrz%2BqgpIRATmIhxYoAch3alUPdelNaKDDDIE16cZi%2B9qEE3r66VfRvwbJ7j9WxgaI%2F%2BP4PVZ5cqq9Si7sfhynwSoS5lpuxECB%2FWNZy2pU2NSIfjzWgVKXReiwQeXyYFqSU9vxdKSNc9LuHYhruWcXhF8BPFq8HNYLHPmornabskauvId0IDXi9g%3D%3D&viewed=true

